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SPORTS & MEDIA

Tema: Rodeo

Descripción: Un Chileno le explica el rodeo, como pasatiempo nacional, a un extranjero.

Peter: Francisco, this rodeo is amazing! Tell me a more about this Chilean rodeo.

Francisco: Hey Peter, I’m glad you’re enjoying it.  The Rodeo is one of the most exciting, and colorful pastimes here in Chile.  It’s actually our national sport.

Peter: Wow, that’s pretty awesome!  Do you know what it symbolizes?

Francisco: Well, basically, it symbolizes the permanent struggle between man and the animal in an effort to domesticate it.  The rider and the horse struggle with the cattle until they can overtake every single cow. 

Peter: Cool, sounds as if this is a pretty old pastime.

Francisco: It certainly is, it’s been around since the 16th century. Nowadays it’s a proper sport with a lot of strict rules.  However, it originated from the hard work of cattle ranchers centuries ago.  It was a means of rounding up their cattle for selection and branding. 

Peter: Those horse riders definitely look strong enough for this sport. Look at them go!

Francisco: Yeah. The participants are strong and skillful “huasos” – that’s what we call Chilean cowboys. You can imagine the tremendous strength they had back in the day when they led the cattle through cliffs, rivers, and slopes. A lot of the cattle would get scared and the huasos would have to run after them and catch them again. 

Peter: Sounds like a tough job. Look, the fight is over; let’s cheer for these brave guys. 

Francisco: Glad you enjoyed it, Peter. Let’s go and get some Chilean barbecue. 

Peter:  Now, that sounds like a plan!
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