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THE BODY

Subject: Patient in a hospital.

Description: Patient describes his symptoms in a hospital outside of Chile.

Nurse: So, How are you feeling?

Patient: I feel dizzy.  I was throwing up and had fever all night long.

Nurse: Does your stomach hurt?

Patient: No, not my stomach.

Nurse: How about your head?

Patient: Yes, I’ve had strong headaches, but for brief periods of time. They last about half an hour, then go away.

Nurse: Any other pains?

Patient: My muscles hurt: my arms, legs and even fingers.  It feels like I've been exercising all week long. I also twisted my ankle playing football the other day; but I don’t think that has anything to do with this.  Although it still hurts.

Nurse: OK, let’s take some tests. Please show me your arm.

Patient: How’s my blood pressure look?

Nurse: It’s normal, a bit low, but nothing to worry about.

Nurse: Now, open your mouth and stick out your tongue.

Nurse: Now breathe in deep and exhale via the mouth.

Nurse: How tall are you?

Patient: around 5’9” 

Nurse: and how much do you weigh?

Patient: 160 pounds

Nurse: Hmmm, let’s check that out.  Please step onto the scale.

Patient: Hey, look!  I gained 2 pounds.  I weigh 162 now.

Nurse: Oh, you’re fine.  It’s nothing serious, just a cold. Now, take it easy for a few days and don’t forget to take your medicines.

Patient: Thank you.
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