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TIME AND TRAVEL

Subject: Getting to La Serena

Description: A foreigner asks a Chilean at a café how to get to La Serena.

Traveller: Excuse me, but would mind helping me out?

Chilean: Sure, what do you need?

Traveller: I was told La Serena is a good place to go for the weekend, but I don’t know how to get there.

Chilean: Sure! You’re going to love it there! No problem, I’ll help you out. Lend me your guide book.

Traveller: Thanks!

Chilean: Look here, La Serena is north of Santiago, about 470 kilometers, in the 4th region, in Coquimbo.

Traveller: But how do I get there?

Chilean: Go to the bus station. You can use the metro to get there, get off at the Los Heroes stop. There are many buses that travel north from the San Borja Terminal.

Traveller: Are there buses all day long?

Chilean: Let’s check on the internet. It’s pretty easy.  It seems like buses leave almost every 40 minutes from 2:00 pm until midnight.

Traveller: and what can you do in La Serena?

Chilean: It’s full of beaches and all types of restaurants. Besides, once you’re there you must go the Elqui Valley.  That’s where they have the major grape plantations for the production of pisco.  And there is also the Gabriela Mistral museum. In January and February the museum is open Monday through Friday from 10:00 am to 7:00 pm and Sundays from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm.  The entrance fee is 600 pesos. If you’re going to be there for a while, you could also arrange a visit to one of the observatories.  They are generally open to the public on Saturdays, but you have to make a reservation ahead of time. They say La Serena has one of the most beautiful skies in the world.
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